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Region V Soil Judging Contest 
Near Griswold Iowa - 2007

Nick Reep, Nick Saumweber, Meryl Larson, Erin Andrews and Coach Cooper



Practice site day 1 – Deep Loess



Practice Site – Day 2 – An all day rain!
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Practice Site Day 3

water









Results – First Group Judging –
Third place – Group + Individual

National in Rhode Island in April – We will be raising $ for this next 
Soil Judging Adventure!
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Poquonock soils are well 
drained soils formed in sandy 
eolian and/or fluvial material 
underlain by dense till.



ESPM – Environmental Science 
Policy and Management

• A degree for all students with interests in 
the environment –

• TRACKS for ESPM Students
– Science (Soil Science Area Emphasis or Minor)

– Corporate Environmental Management
(Engineering)

– Conservation Management (Soil Science Area 
Emphasis or Minor)

– Policy & Law
– Environmental Education and Communication



Core Courses
• ESPM major has a great deal of flexibility and is 

built around an integrated core set of classes 
that stress the linkages between science, 
management, policy, education, and business 
industries. 



Fundamental Core Courses – 46 credits

• Communications Skills (7 Credits)

• Mathematical Thinking (4 Credits)

• Chemical  and Biological Sciences (8 
Credits) – 18 for ES and CRM

• Social Sciences and Historical 
Perspectives (9-10 Credits) (18 for PPL)

• Arts and Humanities (6 Credits)



Conservation Resource Management 
Track

Students = 42
• This track is rooted in understanding how 

earth systems work and how they can be 
manipulated to positive ends through 
management. 

• Students will take 6 to 15 credits of Soil 
Science courses depending on interests.



Environmental Science Track–
Students = 52

• The focus of this track is on applying and 
integrating basic and applied sciences to solve 
complex environmental problems.

• Students will use an understanding of biology, 
chemistry, physics, and mathematics to develop 
a broad knowledge base in soil, hydrologic, 
atmospheric, and biological sciences. 

• Students will take 6 – 15 credits in soils 
depending on areas of interest.



Non-Soils Tracks

– Corporate Environmental Management  
(Engineering) – No Soils – Students = 14

– Policy, Planning & Law - Students may elect to take 

the basic soils class from a list of required courses.

• Students = 30

– Environmental Education and Communication
• Students may elect to take the basic soils class from a list of 

required courses. Students = 18



Undecided = 90

ESPM – Students- Fall 2007= 246

Total with> 6 credits Soils = 94



Where do we go from here?

• From a Soil Science Perspective – this is OK for ES and 
CRM 

• However, the other components will have a weaker Soil 
Science component than before the merger, where all 
Environmental Students were required to take a soils 
class.

• However we have 94 students taking more than one 
soils class and the potential for 138 to take at least one 
soils class

• and before we had 80 students taking more than one 
soils class. 

• If we do a good job of teaching the first course, more will 
take the second!



• Questions ??


