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President’s Message
by Phil Nesse, MAPSS President

As the new President of MAPSS, I'd like to wish all
of you a great and prosperous 1998! And with your
help, I’'m confident that our organization can, once
again, have one of those great and prosperous
years.

Of course we have challenges. We have
registration, but only a few soil scientists have
become registered. This point was made by an
agency person, after I had suggested the need to
require certain duties be performed by a licensed
soil scientist. =~ We need more licensed soil
scientists!

As an organization, we need to keep pace with
external demands through professional
improvement  opportunities and  increased
communication. Perhaps we will need to explore
the viability of more frequent and shorter
newsletters and internet connections. Once an
Executive Director is hired, we can explore options.

February 1998

Professional Soil Scientists:

Board Update
by James C. Balogh, Ph.D., PSS

GRANDPARENTING PERIOD HALF OVER

Please, be aware the grandparenting period for soil
science licensing is half over. August 5, 1998 is the
deadline for applications to be considered under the
statutory grandparenting period. If you do not have
your forms yet, contact the Board office at 612-296-

" 2388. After August 5, 1998, the Board will issue

licenses based on comity or through the process o
examination, education, and experience.

FUNDAMENTALS EXAM

The Minnesota Board will be administering the
Fundamentals of Soil Science Examination on
March 21, 1998. The deadline for applying to take
this exam was January 20, 1998. The next
scheduled administration of the Fundamentals and
Professional Soil Science Examinations is October
10, 1998. Call the Board office, if you are applying
for a license through the examination process.

(Continued on Page 2)

And, of course, we will need to
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
(From Page 1)

I’d like to thank 1997 President Dawn Gibas-Tracy
and Past President , Steve Stark for their
tremendous leadership during the past year. Mary
West as Secretary and Peter Hartman, Treasurer,
also made outstanding contributions. And we can’t
forget the work performed by newsletter editor
Patty Wright-Koll.

SOIL SCIENTIST OF THE YEAR

The tireless work by Steve Stark led to his election
as “Soil Scientist of the Year”, an honor he received
at the Annual Meeting. In announcing the award,
Charlie Saari discussed Steve’s efforts in the Duluth
area involving land application of biosolids.

I'd like to thank Steve for his efforts in getting
membership opinion in the 1997 survey related to
the future of the organization. It was an ambitious
survey that gave critical information to the
Executive Board.

NEW OFFICERS

Finally, I"d like to welcome to the Board Gary
Elsner, President-Elect, and Jorja DuFresne,
Treasurer. They join Dawn, Mary, and myself. If
you need information or have concerns, please feel
free to contact any of us. Our phone numbers and e-
mail addresses, along with the numbers for Patty
Wright-Koll, the newsletter editor, are listed in the
opposite column.
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"BOARD UPDATE (From Page 1)

August 10, 1998 is the deadline for applying for the
October 10th examinations.

If you do not qualify for soil science licensing
through grandparenting, it would be an excellent
idea to take the tests as soon as possible. If you
have questions contact George Iwan at 612-296-
2388 or me at 218-525-5322. More information on
the CSSE soil science examinations is available on
the web at www.soils.org\csse.

Very few applicants will be taking the October 10,
1998 fundamentals of soil science examination.
Although MAPSS and Board members met with
soil science students in early December, the soil
science students have elected not to participate in
the process, yet. As soil science professionals, we
need to strongly encourage students to take the
exams as close to graduation as possible. Passing
these examinations is far less painful when the
applicant has a fresh understanding of the principles
and theory of soil science gained through education.
Transmitting the importance of taking the
fundamentals examination to students is a dilemma
for all of the professions on our licensing Board.
Encouragement to participate in the licensing
process really needs to come from practicing
professionals. Practicing professionals will make
the strongest case for the need to have a soil science
license. Remember, it is illegal in Minnesota to
hold oneself out as a soil scientist or practice as a
soil scientist without (1) a license; or (2) without the
direct supervision of a licensed soil scientist.

USE OF PROFESSIONAL TITLES

Questions regarding the professional practice and
use of professional titles have been discussed by
MAPSS members. Individuals involved in the
practice of soil science or geology must have a
license. Federal employees and academic faculty
involved in teaching and research are exempt.
Examples of practice include preparation of plans,
specifications, reports, maps, and documents and
observation of geoscience (e.g. soil science) work.

Any person who represents themselves as a
professional soil scientist, such as through verbal
claim, advertising, letterhead or signing reports,
must be licensed in Minnesota as a professional soil
scientist (PSS).

Titles such as ARCPACS Certified Professional
Soil Scientist (CPSS) or NSCSS Registered
Professional Soil Scientist (RPSS) have no legal
standing in Minnesota. A person who is a CPSS or
RPSS could be considered falsely representing
themselves as a PSS to the public by using these
titles without (1) a Minnesota soil science license;
or (2) a detailed and clear explanation that an
ARCPACS CPSS or NSCSS RPSS does NOT
identify someone as a licensed professional. CPSS
or RPSS are honorary titles or certifications that do
have value for professional credibility. These titles
should be used in conjunction with the a PSS
designation, provided the CPSS or RPSS is clearly
identified as being issued by a professional society.
For example, "RPSS (certified by the National
Society of Consulting Soil Scientists)" may be an
appropriate title that clearly identifies a certification
distinct from State licensure. This approach would
apply to any other independent certification or
honorary title.

LICENSING ALERT

A bill was introduced in the Minnesota House of
Representatives (HF 2827) by Rep. Thomas Workman
to eliminate licensing of all professions (including soil
scientists and geologists) in Minnesota. The bill will not
be heard in any house committee this session. However,
Rep. Workman will most likely reintroduce this
legislation next year. I encourage our members to
contact Rep. Workman (IR-43A) to discuss the
importance of licensing the practice of all professions
licensed by the Board, especially geoscience. This is
both a public protection and professional practice issue.

You can contact Rep. Workman at 612-296-5066 or e-
mail: rep.tom.workman@house.leg.state.mn.us, or mail
to Rep.Thomas Workman, 335 State Office Building,
St. Paul, MN 55155. We should encourage Rep.
Workman to seek genuinely effective legislation to
combat unlicensed practice. As always, please contact
the Board office if you have any questions regarding
licensing or complaints regarding unlicensed practice.







