July, 2000

Volu_rrié_ 16, Issue 2

INSIDE THIS ISSUE;

+

- ASA Symposium. 2

Education 3

Committee

Editor Needed 3
Soil Exam P
Scholarships

.Contlnumg Education 4
- Credit Fees

Llcense Renewals 5

| 'Soi! Clock Winner &

'Executive Assistant 5

PreSIdents Message

by Kelly J Bopray .

‘Well, half of my term as President has- |

already passed and it has been going

~really fast.. As you read in this news-

letter, there is a lot on MAPSS plate
right now. We have the summer tour
and meeting coming up in early
August We have not been out to the

* west side of the state for some time. A
“hydric soils workshop has been piggy

~ backed with the tour as an added con-
 tinuing education opportunity. It will -

- . also help raise funds for MAPSS’s on

going legislative affairs. A numberof
people have put in a lot of hard work to’
organize these two events, and they de-

The newsletter of the anesota Assoclatton of Professnonal Sonl Scientists.

serve a round of applause form the
membership. Al Giencke, Mike Lie-
ser, and Jay Bell have done most of the
summer tour while Jim Balogh and

*. Paul Brandt organized the hydric soils

workshop. Lets have a good turn out

and show our apprec1at10n

_Most of you probably' know that the .
ASA meeting will be held in Minnea- -
polis this fall. MAPSS and specifically

' David_Ke'lley have organized a tour for

.S A that will show case the land use .
in the twin cities metro area. Please
forward your request for favorable

Past Mmutes - 7

| The Daughter of -

Dennis Fuchs
By: The Exe Committee

_§ As some of you may al-
- ready know, Dennis

Fuchs baby daughter,

Madison, had a heart

It was close, but she has -
been doing well since
_ Ithen.

- Dennis is a longtime
' (Continued on page 6}

transplant this January.” §

MAPSS SUMMER TOUR

{Canfmued on page 6)

Wetlands Wetland

Hydrology and other Wet Thlngs

by Al Gelncke Tour Coordinator -

* The 2000 MAPSS summer tour will
be centered in Otter Tail and Becker

Counties- the heart of the lakes and
wetland region of Minnesota. We
have some very excellent speakers .
again this year covenng a variety of
sub_] ects.

Dr. Rlchardson, NDSU will be talking

about the unique hydrology of the
Hamden Slough area. Jimmie is a na-

" tionally recognized expert on the hy-
) (Cor_:fmued on page 3) -

Summer Tour Location
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MAPSS Co-Sponsors ASA Symposrum A-9

Application of Soil Science
by James C. Balogh, Ph.D., PSS

In 1999 the American Society of Agronomy Board
of Directors established a provisional division, A-9, '
to provide educational programs for agronemy, crop
science, and soil science professionals. This divi-
sion is being developed to provide meaningful con-

tinuing education for practicing professionals includ- -

ing ASA certified crop advisors, ARCPACs certified
agronomists and soil scientists, and licensed soil sci-
entists. The current mission statement of ASA and
SSSA include a strong commitment to practicing
professionals who are outside of the traditional em-
ployment sectors of academia or federal research or-
ganizations. ASA and SSSA are attempting to find
the appropriate mode! for providing continuing edu-
cation at regional and national meetings.

As the 2000 ASA-SSSA-CSSA Annual meetings are
being held in Minneapolis, several practicing profes-
sionals and MAPSS members volunteered to give a-
‘symposium on the practical applications of soil sci-
ence. This is our opportunity to show the academic
mermmbers of ASA and SSSA the type of material and
style of presentation required for meaningful educa-.
tion for professionals at the BS, MS and PhD level.
Thomas Hall of ASA-SSSA and James Balogh of
MAPSS originally developed the idea for this sym-
posium. The intent is to demonstrate that practicing
professional soil scientists are often at the leading
edge of the science. Unfortunately Mr. Hall is no
longer with ASA-SSSA which is another story en-
tirely.

The symposium will still be held at the ASA-SSSA
annual meetings during the first week of November.
The symposium will have two sessions, morning and

The Auger is made up of articles volunteered by
MAPSS members. If you would like to contribute,
contact me at the fallowing.

David Bauer— Editor |
(651) 488-1476 ext. 13

david.w.bauer@co.ramsey.mn.us

8:00 am

3:45-4:30 pm

Page 2 _
afternoon. The topics during the presentation will be:

Session I: Application of Soil Science: Technology

for Professionals -

James C. Balogh, Presiding

8:05-8:15 am Welcome from A-9 Program Chair

8:15-9:00 am Remote Sensing and GIS Applictions,
Dawn Tracy, Ph.D., PSS, MAPSS
member, Spatial Strategies, Inc.

9:00-9:45 am Digital Soil Surveys
James Arndt, Ph.D., PSS, MAPSS

_ member, Peterson Environmental, Inc.

9:45-10:30am GPS Applications in Soil Science,
Gary Elsner, PSS, MAPSS member,
Minnesota Department of Agriculture

Session 11: Application of Soil Science: Case Studies
12:45-1:30 pm Soil and Water Chemistry at Western
Mining Sites, William J. Walker,
Ph.D., Walker and Associates
Risk Assessment Methods in Land
-Converston Projects, James C. Balogh,
Ph.D., PSS, MAPSS member,
Spectrum Research, Inc.
Urban Water Quality,
Sabrina Cook, Ph.D., PSS, MAPSS
member, Montgomery Watson
Biosolids: Generation, Use, and Appli
cation, Steven Stark, PSS, MAPSS
member, Metropolitan Council
Wetland Mitigation Case Study,
Kelly Bopray, MAPSS member,
McCombs Frank & Roos '

1:30-2:15 pm

2:15-3:00 pm

3:00-3:45 pm

We encoufage all MAPSS members, other professional

- soil scientists, and geoscientists to consider attending
-this symposium. Your attendance will help demon-

strate the importance of the practice of soil science out-
side of academia and government research agencies.

‘A note to MAPSS members participating in this sym-

posium: Abstracts are due for your presentations by
July 15, 2000. You should be done with them by now.
You can submit your abstract on the SSSA web site
(www.soils.org) by clicking on the annual meeting and
then the abstract submission.

' {Continued on page 3)
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_ drology of wetlands and hydric soils. Heisa speaker that

generates great enthusiasm and presents the latest con--
cepts on wetland ecology. S

We will be looking at ¢ p_roblem" hI}fdl'ie soils at a'c_ouple |

of stops. Soils that havé cumulic epipedons and calcic ho-

- rizons are sometimes hard to categorize as hydric or non-
hydric. Field examination and dlscussmn of these soils
W111 take place. o :

We will be at the study site where carbon distribution was

* evaluated and a landscape model developed. This study -
site shows carbon movement and deposition based on hill-
slope positions. The impact on hydrology w1ll also be dis~
cussed.

A stop at a restored and enhanced wetland will be made .
along our route. This is a RIM easement that shows how
wildlife enhancement can be done Wlth cooperatmg land-
owners. -

The Minnesota Woman stop discusses the oldest human
remains found in Minnesota. Her bones were unearthed
durmg the eonstrucnon of Hwy 59 along a glacxal lake.
margin.

A lunch stop is planned at the Hamden Slough National

Wildlife area. The ecology of that region will be dis-
‘cussed in some detail. Did you ever wonder why the prai-
- rie soils ended in this area and the forest soils began?

The evening dinner will be a “grill your own” steak dinner
with all the trimmings. Refreshments will be served.

Please make yoﬁr plans to attend. Due to the unpredict-
ability of the weather in Minnesota, please bring along
any appropriate rain gear. :

" Page 3

(C ontinued from page 2) )

I want to thank all of 6ur MAPSS members participating in
this symposium. Not only does it provide.a forum for continu-
ing education; it also provides national recognition for MAPSS

.ds a State orgamzatlon of competent professmnal soil scien-
tists. : :

Want to be Editor? by David Baver

'As you may have heard, my last newsletter will be Fall of ‘00.

After 3 years of volunteering, the creativeness starts to slide.
This newsletter has done a good job of conveying the “business”

of MAPSS, but could still do a better job of broadening our hori-

zons with new research and “popular” articles, such as the gla-

‘cial mapping and Albania series. There is also an excellent op-
-portunity to pay for the newsletter through ad sales. Hoping that

someone wants to freshen things up, I thought I'd mention what
thls job entails. -~ .

: The past preSIdent recrults most of the: artlcles which people

send in text files on emali Layout takes 5-10 hours total, over2

~ days, once you get the hang of it. We use Microsoft Publisher,
~'and its very easy. Exec Committee prints the labels, and I take

the newsletter to a copying service arid buy stamps. Finally,
over several nights of TV watching (5 hours), I fold all the news-

. letters, seal them, and affix labels and stamps. Torm' 10-20
) hours o

Being editor is a way to meet people in the profession, keep up

PIace your add in the Auger..
Ad Tn:_u Cost
Classified First 40 words - $5.00.
o Additional words $0.20/word
Positions . First 40 words $5.00
. Additional words .~ $0.10/word
Ac Copy * Photo Ready format $15./column inch |

" Report from the Education Commlttee

By Peter Hartman

. As part of our contmuing commitment to Wilder Forest, MAPSS

members Norm Mofjeld, Tom Jackson and Howard Hobbs gave

presentations for Project Common Ground twice this April. Bob

Anderson is getting plaques made for the Soil Kiosks. Norm -

" Mofjeld got MAPSS acknowledgement stickers onto The Wilder

Forest Soils Trail pamphlets as part of our $350 donation for
these pamphlets.

The MAPSS Education Committee is starting a new initiative
this summer — we will be putting on two days of presentations

. for the St Cloud Minority Studies Academic Program at Ft. Snel-

ling State Park. Fifth and sixth graders will be hearing from pro-
fessionals about Soil Science, Geology and Ground Water. Brad

. Wentz, Tom Jackson, Norm Mofjeld, Howard Hobbs and Peter

Hartman will pammpate

The Education Committee has been keeping track of develop-
ments at the new Science Museum. The people at the Science
Musenm are still in the design of the building and outdoor space
mode but they will be looking for our input for the Soils Exhibit -

. once thls is c0mplete We will be calling Pat Hamilton back in
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Soil Exam Scholarshlps
Spectrum Research, Inc. and Spatial Strategles Inc.
Sponsor Scholarships for U of M Undergrads Taking
the CSSE Fundamentals of Soil Science Exam

by James C. Balogh, Ph.D. PSS & Dawn Tracy, Ph.D. PSS

As companies practicing soil science in Minnesota and through-.
out the United States, Spectrum Research, Inc. and Spatial
Strategies recognize the importance of licensing and certification
for our young professionals. Although only Minnesota, North
Carolina, Maine, Wisconsin, and New Hampshire have licensing
programs, many states have mandatory requirements for AR-
CPACS certification to practice soils for certain applications (e.
g. soil survey, septic system site assessments). Both licensing
and ARCPACS certification require that applicants take the Fun-
damentals of Soil Science Examination (FSSE) and the Profes-
sional Practice of Soil Science Examination (PPSSE) prepared
by the Council of Seil Science Examiners.

The cost for taking the examination is $120. For many under-
graduates at the senior level, this may be a difficult financial hur-
dle. Of course the best time to take the FSSE examination is
immediately before (April} or immediately after graduation
{October). In order to help our young soil science professionals
meet their career poals, Spectrum Research, Inc. and Spatial' '
Strategies, Inc. have established a scholarship to help defray the
cost of the exam for up to 12 students per year (six per exam),
The Spectrum/Spatial Strategies scholarship will pay one-half
(860) of the expense for the first twelve undergraduate students
applying for the scholarship. Only students from the Department
of Soil, Water, and Climate at the University of Minnesota are
eligible for this scholarship. '

Application for the scholarship is very simple. Simply apply for
the FSSE exam during your senior year. You must apply for the
exam at least 60 days prior to the exam date. Apply for the Oc-
tober exam by August and for the April exam by February.
Exam application forms are available from the Minnesota Board
oof Engineering, Architecture, Land Surveying, Landscape Archi-
tecture, Geoscience, and Interior Design (651-296-2388) or
download the forms from the Board web site (www.aelslagid.
state.mn.us). Once the form has been submitted to the Board
office, give a copy to either Professor Terry Cooper or Profes-
sion Jay Bell in the Department of Soil, Climate, and Water at
the University of Minnesota. They will verify that you are a sen-
ior or an immediate graduate from the University of Minnesota.

This is an excellent opportunity to give financial help and pro-
fessional encouragement to our aspiring soil scientists. If you
know of soil science students, please give them a copy of this
" article. We encourage our University of Minnesota members of
MAPSS to post a copy of this article or tell students about this
opportunity.
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Continuing Education Credits
By: The Executive Committee

As you may recall from the last Annual Meeting, the
MAPSS matching contribution towards the lobbying
effort came with the condition that the Legislative Af-
fairs Committee (LAC) find alternative funding meth-
ods. This is because the match level is not sustainable

" given MAPSS current level of income. In the last

newsletter, the LAC proposed 2 methods for raising
funds. The first was sponsoring continuing education
events separate from, but associated with, tours or
meetings. The second was to begin charging for con-
tinuing education credits (CE’s). Members were asked
in the article to send comments on these proposals to
the Executive Committee.

- The LAC followed through on the CE event and has

organized one for the day after the Summer Tour. Very
few comments. were received regarding a charge for
CE’s, but those we did get were in favor of it, as long

- as it was optional. So, we have decided to implement

an optional charge of $10.00/credit hour for this years
Summer Tour. You may choose to pay this fee when
you register or when you sign in. The fee is optional,
so if you choose not to pay for CE’s, you will not re-
ceive a certificate of attendance and MAPSS will not
keep records of your attendance. :

You might wonder what you are getting for this fee, If
you attended the winter meeting, you probably saw a.
talk by the licensing board Executive Director, in which
she detailed what you need to do to document your con-
tinuing education. She indicated that in the event of an
audit, the board could request that the sponsoring or-
ganization provide proof of your attendance. -

To that end, we will do the following for those who are
registered for CE’s. We will have a sign in sheet,
which you will initial when you sign in and at the end
of the tour. With thé sign in sheet, we will keep a copy
of the agenda and tour description. And, we will pro-
vide you with an attendance certificate. In the event of
an audit, these materials would be provided upon re-

quest to the board as proof of your attendance.

* If you have any guestions about this, we will be dis-

cussing it during the Summer Tour Business meeting.




Volume 186, Issue 2

License Renewals _ '
by James C. Balogh, Ph.D., PSS Board of AELSLAGiD

Your soﬂ science license is an '-tmportant tool for your_ personal )
reeognitlon as a professional soil scientist. The licensing pro-

gram also is very important for the continued recognition of the . -

importance of soil science by the anesota State Legtslature
and Minnesota State. ageneies .

The first license renewal period is upon us. The Board of AEL-.
SLAGID has mailed renewal forms to all professional sojt scien-
tists licensed by the State of Minnesota. If your address has -
changed since your orlglnal application or if you have not re-
ceived a form already, call the Board office {651-296-2388) and
request that a form be mailed to your current address. When
your address changes, you must nottfy the Board of thlS address
change. . .

- You will notice the license f'ee has increased to § 104.00 per bl- '
ennium. The increased fee was passed last year by the Minne-
"sota State Legislature in a bill advocated by the Joint Profes-
sional Council (JPC). JPC is an organization that represents the
interests of all professions licensed by the Board. MAPSS is a
member of JPC.' The increased fee was advoeated to cover: '

» Improvements in- comphance and enforcement actwnttes_.

by the Board.
#  The increased administrative cost of admtmstermg the
llcensmg program .

Compltance and enforcement activities requtre addittenal staﬂ‘
time as well as expenses when the Board is engaged in outreach
programs. Recently the State Legislature has criticized the
Board for not being proactive concerning the unlicensed practice
of the professions it regulates. The legislature also recognizes
that in order to meet mandated compliance and enforcement ac-

- tivities, the Board must have sufficient funding. Therefore, a bill

to increase the biennial fee by another $16 is being considered.

We all know that soil scientists are noted for a certain financial -
frugality. I would strongly suggest that $52 per year for a pro-
fessional license is the best deal around. Compared to other
‘states (e.g. Maine, New Hampshire, Wisconsin, and North Caro-
lina), our annual fee is low. When your form arrives I strongly
encourage you to fill it out and return it to the Board office. Ex-
cuses such as “my assistant did not fill out the reriewal form for
me” or “my dog used it to design a pyramid™ have no value
when you have missed the deadlme Remember these two incen-
tives:

¢ Your license gives you professmnal recogmtlon and
credibility wherever you work.

e If you work outside of the federal government or acade- .

mia, you must have a license to practice soil science in
Minnesota or work under the direct supervision of
someone who is licensed as a soil scientist in Minne-
sota. ' : - : : o
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From the desk of the Exec Asmstant

. by David Kelley

As most of you know, over ‘th_e_past ye'ar:I have been -

" chair of the Joint Professional Committee (JPC), an in- .
- format group of licensed individuals that work to ad-
- dress common issues in the licensed professions. My -
_ tenure ends this month, although I will be attending

meetings regularly in my duties as MAPSS representa-
tive. JPC's biggest success this past year was sponsoring

legislation in support of the licensing board-

(AELSLAGID) in the form of a bill to strengthen en-
forcement. The bill passed and was signed by the Gover-

nor, effectively giving the Board a one-time payment of

$130,000 and a fee increase from $104 per biennium to

- $120, funds to be targeted at enforcement. The JPC is
- currently working with the Board to better define educa-

tional activities that qualify as Profess;on Development
Hours (24 reqmred per biennium).

The_Amer-lcan Socnety of Agro_nomy, Crop Science Soci-
ety of America, and Soil Science Society of America

(ASA-CSSA-SSSA) will be holding their annual meet-
~ing at the Minneapolis Conventior Center from Novem-

ber 5-9, 2000. MAPSS is organizing a mid-week field
four for the Pedology (S-5) division, to be held on No-

~ vember-8, 2000. The tour will start and end at the con-

vention center, and include stops at overlooks on the

* Mississippi and Minnesota rivers, fens in Shakopee, and

the site of an Order 1 soil survey in Prior Lake. Partici-

“pation will be limited to 90 people (2 buses) and cost ~

$45-$50 for transportatlon, lunch and printed materials.
Information on the tour can be found on the conference

. website: htp://www.asa-cssa-sssa.org/olr99/

Dawd Bauer wins the "Soil Order Clock"
by Terry Cooper :

David Bauer {the Auger Edlter) had his name drawn at
the Soil, Water, & Climate Un_de_rgraduate Dinner in
April, winning the Soil Order Clock. The clock was
made by Coach Cooper. Proceeds from the sale of raffle

tickets go towards the UM Soils Team trip to the re-

gional contest in the Fall. Thanks to all those who pur-
chased tickets. David assures us the clock has a promi- -
nent place for display at the Ramsey SWCD. He says to,

- “Stop by and see it during lunch; I usually eat at half

past an Alﬁsol o
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weather on November 8™ as soon as possible. Jay Bell
will be leading the ASA geomorphology tour around
the north and western parts of the state prior the meet-
ings. ’m sure there will be a lot of other members .
that will be involved in the meetings as well.

The state legislature did pass the wetland delineation
exemption from the soil science licensure require-
ments as was expected. Now MAPSS is working with
the Wetland Delineator Association to developa
framework for a wetland delineator certification pro-
gram. There has not been much progress yet but the
Board of Soil and Water Resources anticipates step-

ping up the pace in July. I’ll provide a progress report

at the summer meeting. If you want to be directly in-
volved in formulating this program you are more than

. welcome and the legislative affairs committee would
appreciate your help. -

it seem like I just can’t get away form encouraging the

members to get involved in making MAPSS the or-
ganization that they want it to be. T also at this time
have to say we need some volunteers just to keep func-
tioning. First, on a sad note I want to thank David
Bauer for this two years as newsletter editor. David
has let the Executive Committee know that other com-

mitments will prevent him from continuing as newslet-

ter editor after this fall’s issue. On behalf of the mem-
bership I want to thank David for his efforts. On be-
half of the membership [ want you, the members to
seriously consider volunteering to become the next
editor before we get desperate to fill the position.

Congratulations are also in order for David Kelley on
his new position in the Geography Department at St.
Thomas. This however creates some conflicts with the
regular duties of the MAPSS Executive Assistant posi-
tion. This fall the Executive Committee will cover
some of the meetings that David’s new schedule will
prevent him from covering. David has told the execu-

* tive committee that if his new position prevents him
from doing the job, he will have to step down as ex-
ecutive assistant. That’s where you come in again. If
you have any interest in the executive assistant posi-
tion the executive committee would like to here form
you. '

Well that’s all for now. Ihope to see yoil in Fergus
Falls this summer.
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Hotel Shortage for Summer Tour _

Make Plans Now

The evenings of August 4-6, 2000 are the “We Fes-

-tival” in Fergus Falls. It is critical that you find

lodging in the area as soon as possible, if you are

~ planning to attend both the MAPSS Summer Tour

and the Workshop.

MAPSS had reserved a limited block of rooms at
the Best Western Motel in Fergus Falls, MN for the
evening of August 4, 2000. They were reserved un-
til June 23, and are likely sold out now. Ask fora
reservation near the “MAPSS” block of rooms. Call
the Best Western at 1-800-293-2216 to make your
reservation. Hotels often keep a waiting list to en-
sure their rooms get sold.

You must provide a credit card number to confirm

- the room reservation. The rate under the block of

rooms is $55.00 + 9.5% tax. If you decide to cancel
your reservation, you must contact the hotel by
August 3, 2000 otherwise you will be charged for
the room.

The Best Western is located on Highway 210 and
Interstate 94. There is a restaurant located at this

hetel.

fContinned from page 1)
MAPSS member and currently our Membershi ip Commit-
tee Chair. One of our members requested that the Execu-

" tive Committee consider a donation from MAPSS to

Madison’s fundraiser. While we thought this was a good
idea and did follow through by sending a card, we were
not comfortable with maklng a direct donation from
MAPSS funds.

Instead, we would ask that any of you who want addi-
tional information or who are interested in making a dona-

- tion go to the Fuchs family homepage at.

http://www.cloudnet.com/~fuji/.

At this site you will find information about her condition,
some great photos and an address for contributions. As of
press time Madison is doing so well that she only needs
monthly check-ups.
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Mlnnesota Assoclatlou of Profess:onal Sotl Sclentlsts
(MAPSS)
ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING .
' December3 1999 .
Meetmg Mmutes Sllbj ect to Approval

: “Calito Order _
The meeting was called to Order at2:50 p.m. by President Gary Elsner

Executlve Commlttee Members present: Phil Nesse, Past—Pre51dent Gary Elsner Presndent Kelly Bopray, President-
~ Elect; Jorja DuFresne, Treasurer; and Norm Mofjeld, Secretary
' Executrve Committee Members absent None .

Approval of Fleld Tour Business Meetmg Minutes: The meetmg minutes from the MAPSS Fleld Tour Business
Meeting of August 13, 1999, were published in the most recent newsletter. These minutes were approved with no cor-
 rections by all memhershlp present (motlon by Paul Brandt, seconded by Dawn Tracy)

Treasu rer’s Report Jorja gave the report The balance as of December 4, 1998 was - $13,588.22. Total in-
come was $7,540.06. Total Expenses were $7,377.20. Balance as of December 3, 1999, was $13,751.08. As of the
December 4, 1998 Annual Meeting, the budget of $1200.00 for a MAPSS Table Top Display and $200.00 for a
MAPSS Brochure was transferred to continuing éducation with oversight by the executive committee. $500.00 was
earmarked for the University of Minnesota Dept. of Soil, Water, and Climate for participation in the National Soil

Judging Contest next year. $67.14 remains in the budget for the Wilder Forest Soil Walk. $458.15 remains in the _
- budget for the ASA Table Top Display.. The books were audited by Steve Stark, who indicated that they were accurate
and there were. no prob]ems The Treasurcr s Repott was approved by all membership present (motion by Terry Bo—
: ' vee, seconded by Al Glencke)

Commlttee Reports

. Education Committee: Norm Mofjeld co-chalr dlscussed the accompllshments of the commlttee over the past year
The committee was involved once again in providing soils, geology, and groundwater training to 5® and 6™ graders for
the Project Common Ground program at Wilder Forest in April. Committee members involved were Peter Hartman,
Kim Steffen, Howard Hobbs, Tom Jackson, co-chair, and Sean Walker, a student at the UM Dept." of Soil, Water, and .
Climate. Bob Anderson installed soil kiosks he had built for the Soils Trail at Wilder Forest. The DNR Explorer- -
series workshop for University Extension educators and volunteers was caniceled due to lack of sufficient registrants.
Peter Hartman provided soils training and a review of the Earth Explorer to a class of teachers at Wilder Forest. Doug
Miller and Peter Hartman provided soils training to 6" and 7" graders at Wilder Forest for Cross Winds, an intradis-
trict arts school in November. The Minnesosta Science Museum has raised the necessary money to receive a matching
grant form LCMR for the Project Soils, which includes a building next to the new Science Musenm. Planning for the
building will begin next spring and the building will be completed in the summer of 2001, Wilder Forest has re-
quested $350 from MAPSS to reimburse them for the cost of developing 1000 brochures for the Soils Trail. A motion
was made and approved to provide Wilder Forest with $350 to cover the cost of the brochures with the provi-
sion that future brochures will recognize MAPSS and under Soil Profile Kiosk 1 that the number of years be
changed from 100 {000 to 10, 000 {motion made by Jim Balough, seconded by Steve Stark). Peter Hartman has volun-
7 teered to be the chalr of the committee next year. '

Membershlp Commlttee. Denms Fuchs chalr reported that the rmssmn of the commlttee isto promote membership.

ISTS Committee: Tom Falt chair, reported that the committee consists: of Mary West and himself. Tom dlscussed

what 5011 smentrsts can do to help. He reviewed the DeSIgner 1 and 2 and contractor clasmf cations. Mark Westpetal
. {Continted on page 8)




Volume 18, Issue 2 . o . : . "Page 8

{Continued from page 7}
indicated that the 7080 Adv1sory Committee at the Minnesota Poliutlon Control Agency needs MAPSS members and
an National Resources Conservation Service member. Mary West volunteered to be the MAPSS representative.

Professional Practice-Committee: Jim Arndt, chair, indicated that the committee would like input for direction from
the membership. The Counc11 of Soil Science Examiners has a list of what soil scientists are actually doing to develop
performance ob_;ectives

Legislatwe Affairs Committee: This is a new committee approved by the Executive Committee. Paul Brandt, chair,
discussed the purpose of the committee, which would keep track of legislation that could 1mpact the profession and
_coordinate hiring of a lobbyist.

Executive Assistant Position Update and Recommendation: Gary Elsner reviewed the responsibilities of the posi-
tion and asked whether the position should be made permanent. He stated that one the responsibilities of the position
was to keep the MAPSS website updated. Members available for consulting should contact the Executive Assistant to
have that indicated on the website. Jorja DuFresne indicated that the position should be considered a consultant
rather than an employee of the organization for tax purposes. A motion was made and approved by the member-
ship to hire a consultant on a yearly basis to provide services to the MAPSS to serve at the discretion of the Ex-
ecutive Committee (motion made by Terry Cooper, seconded by Paul Brandt).

OLD BUSINESS

Wetland Delineation: Paul Brandt, chair of the Legislative Affairs Committee, discussed the need for MAPSS to
have a lobbyist representing its interests. He stated that a recent state law regarding liability protection did not include
the profession of soil scientists because there was not a lobbyist informing MAPSS of the law before it was passed.
The law requires arbitration with their peers before suing to determine if a suit is valid. With the upcoming bill to ex-
empt the requirement for a licensed soil scientist in wetland delineation, it is important that MAPSS have a lobbyist
representing its interest. The Legislative Affairs Committee interviewed a number of potential lobbyists to represent
MAPSS in front of the legislature. The committee recommended Tom Murphy of Leonard, Street, and Deinart. The

cost to be represented by this firm would be $15,000 this calend-ar year. :

An open letter from the MAPSS Ad Hoc Legislative Affalrs Committee was handed to the membership at the meeting.
The letter reviewed the laws regarding wetland delineation in the state of Minnesota and the practice of soil science
relative to the delineation of hydric soils. The letter listed the following recommendations:

1. MAPSS hire the firm of Leonard, Street and Deinard for lobbying services during the 2000 legislative session and
on a contingency basis for the remainder of 2000. Members of MAPSS should solicit funds to pay for the lobbyist
services from firms that have a direct stake in the licensure of soil scientists.

2. MAPSS should oppose the exemption as currently proposed.

3. MAPSS should affirm its August 21, 1998, position statement.

4. Before MAPSS could support an exemption from soil science licensure, BWSR should institute a mandatory certi-
fication program for wetland délineators which includes at a minimum sufficient education and experience standards.
Licensed geosmentlsts should only be required to document education or experience in plant identification to meet the
additional qualifications of the BWSR certification program.

5. Licensed soils scientists, trained to do so, should be allowed to delineate hydric soils and wetland hydrology re-
gardless of the BWSR certification program.

A motion was made and approved by the membership to accept the open letter from the MAPSS Ad Hoc Legis-
lative Affairs Committee to the membership, affirm the MAPSS position statement of August 21, 1998, on the
practice of soil science relative to thie delineation of hydric soils and direct the Executive Commitiee to do what

is necessary to make sure that this position is upheld (motion made by Sabnna Cook seconded by Terry Bovee).
(Commued on page 9
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