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President’s Message
by Dawn Gibas-Tracy, CPSSc/PWS

' Well, it's been an exciting and busy year thus far and it
doesn’t look to be slowing down. Please don't take that

comment as a complaint, we are having fun and making -

a name for soil science in the State of Minnesota.

' Please read the articles in this newsletter to get ali of the
details regarding what has been taking place-over the
last few months. If you have questions or would like to

_get more invoived, please let us know. You can always
reach me via e-mail at dtracy@summite.com.

| feel like | should be relaying some words of wisdom

within these presidential messages. I'm not sure | have. -

the right words for everyone, but | do feel that this is an
important time in our organization, so bear with me. I'm

. about 1o get up on my soap box and be phiiosophicai ai
the same time. | got invoived with MAPSS about three
years ago when | started hearing the rumblings regarding
registration. Being a consultant, registrations are
important. Therefore, when | found a group that was
working hard to ensure that my profession was going to
remain intact, | was very happy. | would like to think that
we are all in the soil science profession because we
enjoy it, are intrigued by the science, and call me naive,
but | believe that we'd all like to feel like we are
contributing something to society by being in a soil
science related career.

Unfortunatley, soil science can be a misunderstood

- career. Just ask my mom - she jokes that | make mud
pies for a living. While that is just a joke, it also carries
the message that we don’t have a clear-cut job
description like engineers, architects, or surveyors do.
The general public, legislators, and other professionals
do not necessarily understand what it is that we do. |
think we have stared educating these groups as to the
variety of expertise that we have, but what does that do
for us? Well, it has a tendency to create competition
because other professionals see us potentially taking
work away from them.

Therefore, while it is good that we are a versatile bunch,
this strength can also tend to be a hurdie. Now that
licensing is here, we need to be very attentive to what is
“happening in the legislature. No one is going to look out
for us when-it comes to the statute and rule writing
(continued page 4)
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Registration Update
by Gary Eisner

‘As many of you are already aware, licensing for soil

scientists has become a reality. Effective on
approximately June 30, 1997, the grandparenting period
begins. We can begin applying to the board for

a license then. YOU CAN CALL THE BOARD OFFICE
TODAY TO BE ON THE LIST OF APPLICANTS WHO

 WILL RECEIVE APPLICATION PACKAGES. CALL THE

BOARD OFFICE TODAY - 612-296-2388. If you meet
the gualifications for cducation and experience, you will
be issued a license. That's it, the hard part is over and
we can all go back to work - right? . Wrong!

As the professional association representing soil
scientists in Minnesota, MAPSS and it's members now
have more work to do than ever. Specifically, we need to
be prepared to act on issues such as new - :
legislation which limits the work we can do, either
because we are included, or perhaps because we are
excluded. State agencies will be writing rules, some of
them should include licensing requirements, and some: of
them may be written in such a way as to restrict the work
licensed professionals can do. -

The Board may be looking to MAPSS members for input
(continued next page) .
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Registration Update

(continued from page 1)

on issues related to licensing. We all need to participate

in continuing education, either to maintain our license, orto
keep current on our ever-changing science.

Not to worry? There are many people out 'thére keepihg an

eye on these things, they will let us know if something comes -

up, and we can just jump in - right? Wrong again! The only
people concerned about how these issues will affect soii
scientists, are soil scientists. If soil scientists are not proactive
by preparing for and participating in these issues IN
ADVANCE, we will find ourselves in a cloud of dust wondering
what just happened. This session alone, a tort.reform bill, and
a title protection act which geoscientists should have been a
part of, moved ahead while we found ourselves scrambling to -

tag along. The sponsors were not responsive to the 12th hour

approach.

In response to these issues, several MAPSS members
attended the last executive committee meeting. There were
many concerns raised, not the least of which, why were we
being excluded from the legislation. The reality was that the
other professions had not acted to exclude us, instead, we had
not acted to insure we were included.

What can we do? - You should be asking yourself at this point.
First, MAPSS is exploring the possibility of a paid Executive
Secretary to do things such as attend Board meetings, and
scan the state register. There is more about this in a separate
-article in this newsletter. The registration committee was also
asked to take on the new task of determining if a icbbyist could
be hired jointly with other geoscience professions to ensure
that we have the representation we need, when we need'it,
and to ensure that legislators become familiar with our -~
profession. ’

To begin the task of working with other geoscience
professions, three members of the registration committee are
meeting with the American Institute of Professional Geologists
~ (AIPG) executive board on May 15, 1997. The resuit of this

meeting will be discussed at the summer tour. The discussion .

- will involve legislative and rule writing that affect all geoscience
professions.

The most important thing you can do is become an active
participant in our association, if you are not already doing so.
- We have many new and exciting challenges ahead of us, and

we need everyone to participate if we are going to meet those

challenges.

Editors Note: The Board of AELSLAGID is compiling a list of
people who've requested application materials for Soil Science
-Licensing, and will begin sending that matenial to those on the
list once the grandparenting period begins (anticipated mid to
late June). If you mailed in a request, double check with the
. board that you are on the list (there is some concem that some
requests may not have amved)

On a related note Jim Balogh of MAPSS was elected Chair of
the Board for the upcoming year. Congratulations!!

Upcoming Events

June 4-6 Intellectual Property Rights Il Workshop, Wash. DC
June 10-12 International Symposium on Physics, Chemistry, and
Ecology of Seasonally Frozen Soils, Fairbanks, AK (612)
~ 589-3411, Brenton Sharratt

~June 20 MAPSS Summer Tour, Brainerd area; MN

July 23-26 Annual meeting of the Soil and Water Conservation
Society., Toronto, ON. (800) 843-7645.

- July 24-25 International Symposium on Tillage Translocation and’

Erosion, Toronto (506) 473-6570 David Lobb
Oct. 19-24 Application of GIS, Remote Sensing, geastatistics, and -
solute transport modeling for assessment of nonpoint source
pollutants. Mission Inn, Riverside, CA; 909/369-4819, Dennis
~ Corwin

Oct.26-31 ASA/CSSA/SSSA Annual Meeting,

Anaheim CA

Newsletter Information

The Auger is the newsletter of MAPSS and is published three times
each year, and contains information and announcements related to Soil
Science in Minnesota. '

As is mentioned below, we will be undergoing a change of editorship
after this issue (as the current editors are coincidentally both moving

. outof state). Ifyou have an upcoming event, an editorial, a classified

ad, or an idea for an article you'd like included in the next issue, don't
hesitate to contact one of the officers listed on the back page of this

" mailing. Deadlines for submission are approximately Feb. 1, June 1,

and Oct 1‘..

New MAPSS newsletter editor needed!

Both Sabrina Cook and myself (Cathy Perillo) are
moving out of Minnesota this summer (Sabrina to
teaching at Richard Stockton Coliege in southern New
Jersey, and myself to Pullman, Washington). In other
words, despite potential rumors, the newsletter
editorship is not driving us out!

In fact, putting the newsletter together has been
enjoyable and takes only a few hours three times a
year. When we took it over, we were warned that the
hardest part was getting contributors to meet the
deadlines. For the most part, with a little
communication ahead of time, this hasn’'t been a
problem either.

The main qualification is being a MAPSS member, as
well as being somewhat organized. Havmg access to
a computer is essential. E-mail access is also very
‘useful (though not essential) for communication and
for transferring articles. If you are interested, or would
like more information, contact me at:
cperillo@soils.umn.edu, 507-752-7372 (d), 507-752-
7704 (h), or contact one of the MAPSS officers (listed
on the back of the newsletter).







